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but reserved himself for the functions of co-ordi-
nation, oversight, general policy and major decision.
His programme of reforms was commonly nick-
named Le new deal; his methods, not always in
panegyric, acquired the label de faire rooseveltisme.
A catalogue of these enactments will presently be
summarized in his own words. American readers
may be interested, meanwhile, in some account
of the national diversities of temper and law which
enabled Leon Blum to perfect his enterprise not
only with expedition but finality, whereas Franklin
D. Roosevelt was balked in some of his most
cherished adventures. It must be acknowledged at
once that the Prime Minister was open to no
charge of legerdemain such as sprang from the
President's exploit of causing the Democratic plat-
form of 1932 to vanish, and materializing in its
stead the chief planks of the Socialist Party. The
French electorate was apprised in advance, with
exact detail, of what would happen if it voted the
Popular Front into power. The Parisian likes men
about him that are mature. He is on record as
vowing that the appetite of young men for public
office must be curbed. " To govern is to act,33
his formula runs, " and in youth action tends to be
imperfect.331 The President3s most striking advan-
tage was his assurance of a four-year term. The
Premier could be dashed out of office in four
minutes, if it were thus resolved by a majority one
half of whom, Radicals and Communists, were in
principle his enemies.

1 La Riforme gouvernementale (p. 129.)